World War I Special Edition 4

“ THE HOME FRONT >
IN AND AROUND PORTSOY

There were around 90 farms in the Portsoy area in WWI,
which supplied the town with some of its food

Britain produced only one third of its food however, so starvation was a real threat with
German U-Boats attacking merchant shipping. The expression “The Home Front” was
introduced and the ‘battle was on to grow more food, on farms and on the 1,500,000.
allotments created at this time.
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(egmed > Jehom Foug Dairy Farm, Cullen Street
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From The Banifshire Reporter

Portsoy = holders of +the public park
allotments have had a busy time of it doing
their bit towards helping on the Ifood
production scheme. A good stretch of potatoes
have been planted, besides, vegetables of

various kinds.
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By 1918, shortage of food — especially wheat - was
acute, and rationing was introduced for sugar, meat
and dairy produce also. “Whale fish’ was increasingly
in demand for the dinner table, and Parliament was
wondering if flour could be extracted from potatoes.
The difficulty of obtaining cotton led to experiments
in producing paper clothing from nettles.

Extract from Portsoy town council minutes regarding
milk prices and food control, 15 Nov 1917

Repraduced Courtesy of Aberdeen Ciry and Aberdeenshire Archives

Transcript of letter to Portsoy School
December 1916

In January 1916 conscription was introduced, compelling NA." ONAL SEW'CE
BeSEANk: Jouy,Fhe ollldren or GIape ¥y Poryecy men to fight, and two million were called up. Many
School, and other assistants, so very much for 5 . e \ - S e SR e T
; G 3 agricultutal workers were exempt from conscription; but

the most kind and generous contributions of l' 11 l 57y - =
scarves, ocuffs, mittens, belts, notepaper, there was still a shortage of labour on farms, especially at

soap, cigarettes and matches for the troops. harvest time, with so many farm men and horses away at
the Front. Women, children, the elderly and prisoners of
Lady French war filled this labour gap on farms.

Excerpt from a soldier's letter to
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demanded that civilians
help fight other battles:
especially by doing
voluntary work, and
through buying war
SAFE AS THE bonds to fund weapons.

Lettérs and cards from home helped to keep up morale, it was
hoped, at the Front. ‘A nice selection of patriotic postcards’ and
patriotic notepaper was advertised by Calder’s of Church Street.
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Portsov School received the letter from Ladv WIATIVLR Y ‘i-‘- havoc wrought by the Germans in Belgium. The German
Frenich (see above) thanking them for their gifts to g B ~ SXSORSLR 0L NRE WS- FENRESox

the trbops., ¥



